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L ehning Gregorie “Larry” DeCrow, 90, devoted and loving husband, father,

grandfather and great grandfather peacefully died August 1, 2012 at home. He
was pre-deceased by his loving wife of 57 years, Jean Tinsley DeCrow. Through the

years he was a member of Speedway Baptist Church, Eudora Baptist Church and

First Evangelical Church. Larry, a native Memphian, graduated from Tech High
School where he was a member of the debate team and an eagle scout in the Boy

Scouts of America. It was his privilege to blow taps at military funeral as a boy. He
attended Memphis State Law School until interrupted by WWII where he became a

fighter pilot and retired a Lt Col. in the Air Force Reserves. He was a member of ye

Anciente and secret order of Quite Birdmen. After the war years he was employed as
a pilot with Delta Air Lines and was promoted to captain before he retired in 1982

after 32 years of service. Larry also established DeCrow Construction Company and
operated it for 25 years. Visitation will be from 10:30 a.m. until service at 11:30 a.m.,

Saturday, August 4 at Memorial Park Funeral Home. He leaves 3 daughters, Jan

Lichterman of Memphis, Jeanie Johnson of Knoxville and Laurie McBride of
Memphis. He was grandfather to Wendy Rhodes, Tinsley McBride, Jake McBride and

Kimberly Carlson all of Memphis, Erin Saunders, Ben Johnson and Greg Johnson of
Knoxville, great-grandfather to Paul Rhodes, Zachary Rhodes of Memphis, Griffin

Saunders, Quinn Saunders, Tinsley Saunders, Kate Johnson and Anders Johnson all
of Knoxville, Luke Carlson and Cole Carlson of Memphis. He also leaves his brother,

James Kelley DeCrow and a host of nephews. He was a man who wasn’t afraid to

follow his dreams, put family first and who was a true friend to those fortunate
enough to know him. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the

Habitat for Humanity, Disabled American Veterans, or the Lichterman Nature
Center- Loewenberg Foundation. Memorial Park Funeral Home, “Behind the stone

wall”, 901-767-8930. Condolences may be offered at www.MemorialParkOnline.com
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SD Shawn Decrow posted:

Uncle Larry you were an inspiration to all you came in contact with. The lessions you taught me

have helped me get to where I am today. I will carry you with me the rest of my life. Thank you for

everything. Keep flying!

August 6 at 9:29 AM

CF Carolyn Ford posted:

I grew up in Memphis across the street from the DeCrow family on Biggs Street. I have such

wonderful memories of summertime fun in the neighborhood. I was 15 years younger than LG but I

sure had a crush on him in that Air Force uniform! And my goodness I

August 5 at 7:40 PM

MS Mary Sharp posted:

My thoughts and prayers are with your family.

August 3 at 8:38 AM

GD Greg Decrow posted:

I will always remember how he went out of his way to make my brothers and I feel special. He

made sure we experience life the way it was meant to be experienced. Overnight camping on the

sandbars, going fishing at 4 in the morning and airplane rides. Thes

August 2 at 10:01 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Lehning by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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